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Testimony of EJ-IMAR schAcHT taken ot 
wurnberg, Germmny, 13 lo tober 1945, 


a by Lt. Coleone Mele Gurfoin, é 
loo Present; Mise bvelya Ow, Reporter. 





1 Thought we could continue. I disecvereé when I como back to Pra 


thet you bed come down here in the mesntime. J inus 
tho recor. adm ere 7 


J> TOM realigo thet you are still under cath? 
Ae NO, been. 


Qe Will you staná please. Do you solemnly swear to tell the truth, 
the whole truth aná nothing but the truth, so help me God. 


Ae i lo, 


de i wès looking over one OF the stetements that you meñs to la jar 
Tilly and there wes a senteneve there thet I wondered if you could 
explain, i copied it down, es follows: "in order to divert 
RIS A.N attention fron Goren expansion to the est woieh coúla 
not have Seen sohieved Without war, I started very early to win 
Hitler to s golonícl poldey". Do you Fenenber sy ing that’ 


hk. Yos, 


yo AOW á WANT $O ssk yọu first how early +a thet when you Ja | 
eriy”? 


Ae 4 think 19 1932 already. It hos always beon in Aa 
jo ABQ you head discussions of osrly as 1052 «boat 14 with Mitler? 
>. Oh corte .niy, from isl. yout @verything =- sany quüöt ioni., 
¿e Ouch Bg mia Y | | 
ko Reonomio und políticol må whatever it es - sovinl, unesp loyment. 
e. But this particuler p Ani nt, Tore ie 851 woro the proyoneat, 


oe yOu expisined Ty, of tho vió! that TI. MEM 23318. 2. 
rather than thes there rw he p exprfivion te the east? 


" < > 
P - P 


Ls 
i 
"3 "up 3 . EJ 
. 





I don't know whet it ssas - "proponent". The question of 
— nw alwayo beon discussed by me Ml LEM 


Anā you wrote on ertícle, 2.5 » matter of fect, on foreign offeire 
pertioulerly? 


Yos, 
in whieh you urged thet Germeny should obtein colonies? 
Yes, 


in these carly <4isGussions tart you hed with Hitler eonocerning 
the desirability of trying to get eolonies for the Retoh, what 
position dif hitler take with sospect to that? 


Ne wee eot gë such interested in colonial matters end dia not 
mc much stress upon the eclonial question st that time - only 
ter. 


in other words, at the time cf your talks with Hitler in 1951 
avd 192: concern colemiel peliey, you 414 not find bis, shell 
we pay, ontiuciostic DG the possibility? 


Hot enthusiestic and not very auch interested. 


But he expressed 10 you whet hig views were slternetively to the 
possibility of obtsining colonies’ 


Ho. We Gidn*t go te other clternstives, 


You told Mejor Tilly - that ic why I peed thie , beenuse I would 
Like to eet the details of it a iittle more clearly from en 
bistoricei point of view - you told Major Tilly in dubetanes 
that. you etarted Very eerly to telk nia into è eolonisl policy 
in order to divert hie attention from the 158%, "het wee there 
in wheat be suid thet led you to bolivve thet be wae intending 
SO move towercs tae east? 


Theat is in Moin cempf. He never spoke to me about thet but 1% 
wes in Mein Kaupf. | | 


In other words, +94 a men whe hed read ib, you understood RE 
Hitler's expension policy was directed to the east? 


To the east. 
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x 
.... 


Ana you thought that it would ba better to try so divert Hitler 
irom eny such intention and to urge upon him 24 5:10, 
1 ng tesd’ 


uite, 

a 
This @oloniai policy thet you telked to him sbouty wee that to be 
achieved exclusively by negotiation or 414 that tee have a 
possibility within it of the threet or the use of foros of arms 


ALT EE DP rou remember that the ceionies verð not tekeneweay fron 
un SS property to somebody else but they were under mandate and 
the ¿Angus of Nations statutes agosan, as faf as i ud 
Chat sone changes could be mède in the provisiófns of the Treaty 
so that I was always endeavouring to convince the other powers 
that in order te give Germany the @c-enlled LUsbensreum it was 
the Dest thing to give hor Doek ste of the cdlonies. i have 
eVon Lover thought of all the colonies Gut of NIIS Lll 
territory. 


ith whom id you discuss, emong forpeizeners of any standing, this 
uestion of coloniai soquisitioa by negotiction? 


I hove modo a good deal of public speeches even in tie “totos 
pbout this problem ond I heye diseussed ft with clmost a2) my 
friends ond then you Pemenbey i think I gteted thet in former 
interrogyetione in the euumer of 1906 I gdoncluded to convince 
“{tler thet ho shoulé take up the colonial polloy onf he sent 
ne to eris, whieh | proposed to hig, He gave the agreement 
end i nnd discussions at thet time with Leon lun, 201b7 ^ 
the Foreign Minister at thet Gime, Wpinssse, end others, end 
i founc some inclination to discuss that metter with Us and Leon 
Bla Sane, 8. E). ' 3 Mee?) S. 3105.39 Er. fl 
end 1 fully vsrood of course thet it coulé only be achieved by 
on agreement vith ol) the other -owers sn thet, of ¢ourse, 
England hed to be ineluded ia whatever plens would be aude, 


Whet G14 you suggest as quid pro quo fer this colonial transfer 
thet you were proposing’ 


I didn't ofrer eny gudd pro quo, I say thet will come itself, it 
will lend to peros and achieve e quiet and penceful development, 


That carries with it the M. EU it not, that in the event 
thet you ooul not got the colonies, that psace could uot be 
assured, is that corresti 








4. 


40 Dir. + ink thet would verry the elternetive thet the l 
eeonenmic ané social problem in Goruany would Become so irficult 


m P A” 
DUE Ro end sonething bed te be 
old sueh sooiel troubles it heé 


DNS to voi 


vubles ere not the opposite of penes era they. The 
f perce is war 


Sut thore wes no Wrest of war or uhatovar 1% was, 


refresh your recodleation, did you ever have "ny Giscussi ons 
representotives of the United Rtes Department of Stete in 
on the sulieet of solonies, l 3 


A 


Berl: tid ther T besusdor Dodd + » think 
A : p » D o em 


了 4 oniy " 1 ] 
Ambassador Davies aura Qi ogcáw I 
Berlin BOG, 


Bub tet wae inter 


Thet sag loter, yoy. 


What in subétence ó vou Tec Se ] o \aibessedor Davies eb out 
001001857 


i @on*t think I hed teolks with him 3 . colonies especie iiy 
because P were not YONG beeruse tippy 
bad no mendato as fer 2 A^ si tue E AB conesrTmed,. y 
hed no mandate in the outhi - no, I don’t think they had agp. 

anudate in frion en@ I thought especially of /frie«n = sot 


don’t think I sentionss te Davies but mtybe i dit. 


You bad a 48 Devies on the 20 ganuery 1937 in whieh you: 


GUN Giscugs colonies. 1 wonder if I ean refresh ymr recalieetian 
Think £i Iw mainig the tection of meainteinine peste. 


Apa in connection with thet discussion dout aginteining penser 
iå you not disows the question of the scquisition of colonies? 


Z don’t récollect but it la quite likely = quite posriblo. 


By the wey, Ambosender Davies heo leid down sage or our tolks ln 
his book ond it mey be seen from thet. 


I wonder if you oft reesnll. Lo you reaenber at dea osrllsr periad, 
before telking with bevies, telxing with representativas of the 
United States ¿toto Lepartusnt concerning the ctionial question) 
] 


I don't thiak so, I A | | 





E 


ANI 


bid you ever — to anybody a statement to he effect that 
you Fouið got oclonies by negotiation if possible oni if 
uot We pheil take thom 


So, I 0ertainly heve never done 40, 
Thet ie è eategoricel gatenent you knew 


&ztegopigni stetenent, 


Coming bac. te this statement thet you sede to Mejor Tilly 
avout diverting Hitler’s attention from German exponsicn to 
the east, you state in there porenthetionlly und I quote 
“whieh could not have been achieved without wer". Do you 
1 9» maxing that statement? 


Yes. 
She t ¿1á you meen by that: 


I ¢ia€n’t think any territory in the egt could be won without 
TUTOR ba 


Ami that, i take it, ves your opinion se you said "very uriy”, 


Se thet I teke it, thet was your opinion es far beck ee 1981, 
in 1958, when you Mo: those diseuseions with HAtier . 
50 that unless Nitlexs ooul be Giverted as 4 tå from his 
attention to German expenelon to the onst there vrs =t lesst 
a possibility of war 


I never thought of thet Sir, beceuse in Mein fempr Hitler had 
expressly eteted that | | ok) T3 ME 094" 1. the 0581 Wi uid 
oniy be pessiblie if Greet Dritein joined Germany in thot respect, 
head that aim, und i was full oF c2 o ná osrtein chat 

sat Uritein never would, so in fect I heve nevar boen arrais 
of è wer towards the 121 


But nevertheless you thought it worth whlde ət i@vst so you 
stated to Unser Tilly to ettempt to divert Sitle:‘’e attention 
from such è projeot; 


; Cc rteainiy. 


ind by offering him np bait, 5s it 
that you were in fevour of? 











LOAM 


ID I wa of she sume opinion 703 EE MOM | 
some field of activity somswhere for our population ond I 
thought we could never find it elsewhere but in sons colonial 
Getivity ond that is why I proposed that to hin, or suggested 
it - tr to persuade him to aim ot thet goal, 


But then, ss 1% ultimately happened, Ir, 5ebsaht, Hitler 114 
expend tothe east’ | 


Quite right - I 18 tried. 
Sut eventwelly it came to that? 
Tos Oven td lig. 


Ana that dene avant without tha 1111anos with Great Britain that 
he hed mentioned -s a prerequisite in Mein Kempf? 


¿wen with the eliiance of Greet Britein I would never heve done 
it D 01) these territories in the ecst are densely 
populatod anc there vag no possibility for Cermany to co there, 


But in any cvert you write yours@Rg down at lerst es a bad prophet 
as to Hitler's intention with respect to the eset’ 


i an a ery, 110, I howe been a very bed prophet about Hitler's 
Mente lity Ll: the early yerrs. 


im connection with the development of the reermument progrén you 
would sey e-rtalrly thet the rearmament program wee not dtrected 
towards the obtaining ef eclonies for the Relieh’ 


Certainly got. 


TO you deny eny possibility of your having arde any stetenent 4 ith 
respect te coionies to the «effect thet if we annot get then By 
necotietion we til teka then’? 


Unpossible Deceuge it ia on impossibility bessuse how onn w get 
colonies in Afvios = by iorce’ - it ves impossible for Germany 
and certelnly I <ida’t went its 


Se that if Hitler hed any aggressiva intentions in the baok of his 
ming they coulé not then have been directed to the use of the 
Wehrmacht in respect of sequiring colonied that la clear] - and 
. the only ether possibility of sgsgreseive. intentions in Hitler's 
ming could heve lain in the east - locked towards the east? 


myde, J don"t know. 
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zo But 


st Zecat thet wes «possibility thit 


gouli 


BOL oe e9 y 
Yan, 


TORNO Usori o Lula Te 
ak 44^. 


pa RN A 


AAA A wo cereo A ina Aeat 
the totol figure wes of soute 


A e 


IX YW Treerdl what 


e ` 
ves- 


— Ont from i954, 


epenaea for reirecment end for the 
n | £^ 


LO isa. 





+ &£ Oca Olly tell you ond repent thet I nevar pous mbot ag Foeslly 
Spont UAE. uM SUM iong Zu into 








orf nent 
fiaures 
figuros 


a d du. [^ "^ 
St. Gea 
"i c F9 


wut 


ia 60 the other Lo: i 40 not recollect the 


“Bet were in the 
4 correct. 


at 
t the tine ef 
DO MX 


ue refresh your reeoliection. 
A. 
ICE TE rei for 


ougaet. i QO not know whether these 


A Bbolleve thot 
tteck on Bolend th 
21. —— 


CRAT. 
the n4 expended 















. d Semesiber thit very well 4 1 
4 svite imnedinteiy when I beard 
kind of «2 men be is. 


finure is 


pure IPLE! 
thet. 


i gid thet shows whet 
4f you know thet figure is nonsensical then you must bave soss 
kind of estiante as to whet the correct figure was? 


2 i knew thet 90 billions coui not keve been expended 506480 
they 41d not exist, | 


seat is your best estimate now? 
I Gennot tell you. 


Dö you Zenember celng interrege ted by Fujo Liegler. Lo you 
IR heving stated thet the amouantes expended for the re- 
building of the German A end for aGrmenente from the period 
1934 to 195% were 111. 2 ELM T 45 billions of Selcohassrke? 





be. Liegler from hie side gove coce figures of taxes and locus cad 

$0 OR ená we Gene to the conclusion thet they sight have resehed 
thet Aun. ï dia nov de it by ay own knowledge but -hen he rend 
hie figures before we Y have eid “Well, that ney be". 








| Q. To go back - that figure of 45 Billions wes also broken down of 
4 reeril it. 4 don*t hoyo it right before me but you hed «bout 
iS billions reiseéd thre gh m INE IC NN» budget during 


that period for ermmsent. You hed «bout 12 billion mofo bills - 





o Vit is 27 billion, To nea 4 billions from loans - that is 357 
Ae | 


That comes to 8 billions, 
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— 





eli of the8 billions 
bo right. Yo! 


ij AVE 


ily from 1930 


From 06 OM. 4 those ù © 1T Duüset A b which 
included, ès everybody hi piri ot oniy tho operatiMg 

anseo OF the ERAI . ， | but alec score tions 
MIR. 481.2. x 1l | 


IET. 
(LEST VORE Mipp.y ES > 
proportion o. tae + . tT 
gmach you pero nail 
A pa'u to furnish, 


y tursl,. 


figures ‘ee. Eve auptea ol rex phy n! 11on 
7119812498 23212. L7T08 3S ut E D fo bills, 
present @pproximatery ons-i os g ?" totii unt 
for érmanente? 


Yes, maybe. 


t asked you Whether thet comput: tion refreshen your reacliectian 
AA point that rt TOY A TAN ES of The innies exdeude@q ME 
"CTS out of the I fina ol C 


A PEE alan't NT whether for instance tan € billions 
of loans went into all of thet. 
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de 


mei an trying = 


500 NOW, 


i ti ivon 18 
at ber 
Li H: BAL 


one Eid ird né 


bhat seno liko the 
whe t 


sToportion of 
IP Y 


01:18 


y 
M `a à 人 FUN $4 ute 
Blomberg cene and 8 he needed, for 
C da Y Ñ M eam 
IT A X ^^ 4 


inister 


ie didn’t. 


inister 


never aéked 
in aay the nox! rtnight, 
dDecause the) 
never a6xea 
gimp ly 


` 


ATAN 50 
hb. i « 


t e I 
nevor the posaidili 


4 — »* A 
una pre V! reir 
oxsmple, Ó 


4 


isting you et randon 
approximation thet you hed 
the tote, sno:nt was reiged. 


ena oy in 


| the oo0urso 
vy 


of compering the 


f in ¿4050 


sillion for 


f f^ ín 


“a8, 4 Bece AG 0010 
ins - it doesn’t 
nit pss 7  . n 
feet whieh inciudes 
ital secretions = tiaat 
n Ow presonting to SU 
the “elchseovenk = 


eh 


tino, if 


LL WI Aa 


slohsbank ua 
CST 
e to 


ula suppiy 
ext yoar 
s and. 


muen or 84 much. 
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- to tel, you that that ie im confliet with the tes timeny 
of both Xrosisk end Blomberg. I say that to you LOG DI 
i wont to influence you dut simply cut of RSEN so thet 
can see whet lo ln the recollection of the of pod Y 

testimony of dlenberg in substance is chat they would bring 
in the gereral figures primarily to Krosigk but JOU Were fil io 
present for the Neleh@bank, whioh would A3 in the ae WU 
"hich I heve given ! the operating requirements ond the 

gapital requirements for the ensuing yer 


i» 


Y 
. 


E $ 


[am glad thet Blomberg sayo priser 


that you never met with Krosigk sad Dlowberg 
liscuses the requirements of the reardenants program? 


bs o . B > A ho ! A y» i 7 
r pe L^ a B ARAT ] if FF y L P» LA t i ay Ley Mp» y EFD f 
E Mog 4 


you whether tha ny inieter 24 not stete t^ yc 


presence et taese metings whet the next year's 
Lrenents were’ 


refresh your recollection #0 — 

ð ciaaray teat you never d^ during DIU NEST thas 
OO ol 
E! nts by tae Arcy, Navy, lerine Ain, or the [ART 


suszeéstiona from time to tice to tae effect shat 


43 £ 一 
there. cènes © point when you Fels thet the expenditures for 


ras orita vere excesivo” 


now, 4 wheat figure Aid you firat cet--a.ne 
Hore SxCessive: 


vis eonélusion from any figures whioh I knew 

iranl eocnosic Leer vhs of Gomany ani from 
ly from the finsneing 

au Firm to proome $ 
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ihe 


[5 103 industries I say then we onnnot afford to deliver ell 
the raw antericl for «rmament which they Seen to need becouse 
the first Gim is foodetuffs aná I can only get foodst ffs if 
Xd export EA os BO We Must mints ih apor A2DBA4MbVT. 

eonnot simply buy without teking into consideration the 
gonsrol OT 1248 1387.02 economy - thet wee the point from 
whioh I stertec. 


Anā when 414 you stete thet posi tical 


I 5 14 must hove étarted in tie middle of 1528 because 1 
‘yeeell very well thet 1 hed lote of dlecussionsa, pertiy togetne 
with Gonerel Thome® and blomberg end .ertiy fiñ of Gener 
"mono but he Giseussed the matter with me st the same ți 
and 三 discussed the mattor with Generel Thema sho was 

of the Yehbruirtechbeftruecetungeamt end thet on the ©4th 

I remember the, do te veceuse 14 was Christmas, ut «ll i 
Shoughts together in a vory sharp letter to silomberg n 

gust heave Deen the Fesune of a few months’ discusion, oG 
think that I sterted in the mide | ug of MAS R1. 1M 31. 
things wi th Blob org and bota [T m 


That would imply, logically, that you knew MR BN 
Sevisen “ere being put, is thet correct: 


Tf I meat me intin export TO. tries Í hed tO Shorten @rmmenents. 


But thet would inply that you | t products were being 
purehesed with the devisen th t you wer mine oveiie diet 


The seme products as for the > rting industry veesause I hive 
OU ee ee ee ul nó 
for miii tary pur- open but I: » 1 1 I to maintain ay 
eSports ond my exports wore windi: m ana that was tae 
reseon why Mitler put 8. Qoputy —* ster of Beononies or 
1 August 1934 mé < succweded in brining up exporting iod.stries 
in so thet we could get &long but that did not inet very song 
CC therefore in the siddie oF 1838 ¿ Buy m the firat 4 la 
Se export industries end ell the other things some AFE-AUOTRE, 
Anolud 1405. ATERLILI il + Q mot meintein export 114010197 
the row antorials for armament wili alse ve leaking. | 


So thet in effet, vha at it smounted to was - correct =o if i om 


xdi. feeling on your cart. Qi not enough GeV¥.8e5 Were voing 
suppilol for the rev na terials for Y j|] export inaustry’ 


¿mite . p 








i2, 


aad with the set result in the long run thet, fading pev 
materials for the export imiustry, you “oid ve c- A 
any exports, the wherewithe!l to obtain the row materies 
that you needed for the Gomestic economy AnS for tbe 
AY 2.8282 te’ 
Incliudinge the ermmnents, correct. 
So thet in effect, tha question was a technic: 
os to the means of production es it were oF : 

uture through the ersation of export 

i Summ would coring in valuta which wouis 
om terials required” 


a this ergument sobcut met 
betweon you and GeerFing - 


A77 (全 
contreverevy 


A 








mee put 
DOLIG up 21 
D». hu t 


c De -— jh 
dà vd E M". 


eeatuane rear: 


~ g‘ use 


give si TII for sued 
better for the FetTeaaneny. icas i? foy 
the materiei uon D I roduoeú. 
sc forth 


L% ^ "A _3G Y. à | — "LAT 1T 
whieh appeeied te 


o get your position streigit 


u sey thet you newor shee 
4.12. Ad èS eny time ， 


"M 11-23 8. ND PLE 


nú thet neve u certain tine cone 
much’ 


uits. 

ia connection with thet feeling thet 10 vas too much, 4 wre it 
that that didn't usen tint there rere Tac any guns v7 000 many 
tanks or #00 many A begäuse, 58 you 4 we 0:4, you diéu't 
know whet they consiste of? 


uita, 
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Therefore ~ if I em wrong correct me = you aid not feel 
thet the Germen economy ond perticulerly the currency systen 
ooula from o certain point forward stand certein exponzions of 
eredit or other inf.ationery tentencies = 

Qwer-taxing or ony inflationary tendeneies - quite, May I nda 
this. | wee elweys of the opinion thet ermamente hed to be 
entirely within the possibility of Germen eeeneny without 
lowering the stem@eord of living too such, | 


In eubetence, for the short run the armoment industry was one 

of the factors weioh presumsbly reised the standard of :iviag 
by giving employment ond by inevitably raising wages Veenuse or 
the ,»ceseure on camodities! 


Certainly thet te why I hove clways insiste upon meintaining 
the price level and the wege levo! ¿nd ea thes end ós 
ene ae I wee Minister of coononios I think I heve succodced 

in dofna so and it was only by the exaggeration which was induced 
by Goering thet this ended. | 


Ín other nords, es long ee you asinteinod tho full control thas 
you had ee Viniater of Seononies without the intervention of 
Guering and the Four Year "ien, you could re-build German 
industry on » ponessine basis, at the somo time providing far 
reernament nd peintein price OS controle so thet the 
econwy would not be disloceted Ms E éengsrous situction? 


That wes ny aim, i think thet I hove gueeeeded fairly a tisfeoetorily 


chet du tekine stock of whet you scocomp lished during the 
period you were cherae we should mensure it at tha stert at 
laest fren the yerYs 1034 until the one of your mefño Cinaseing 
whieh woulé bring us Late the spring of 1139, is thes correct? 


Yes, axeept that from mai 1457 on I hod no nore gontrol of the 
economic «l tuacion, | 
f 
| J waderatand thet but beslosily saat wae built up in Sermeny Im 
" mn cO "E711 7317 iadustry, 4 domeetic eg cnomy> thet te 
/ and o sehrmooht, the offorté that you put in From 1924 LI Se 
the epring of 1758 when the aefo finanéing atoppod, sere 
responsidie in largo pert for the suecana of the mole pr Og rem? 


i don't know whether Shey Fere 208) meible for it but L helped 


— eS LUNA 





15, 


i moan in a nogativo sense as well, in not perzitting o runaws 
inflo tion and providing for proper yrios controls aaa 20 forth? 


Yor thet you would take eredit would you not, us the men who 
saved Carmen economy? 


I má a great deal to do with that. 


Turing to another subject. You remember we discussed the ¿nechlusa 
with Austrie lest tine I talked with you end you made è stetenent 
about thet. I just went to refresh your recollection about whet 
you sui” in the gtetenent and me if it is still true. 1 went to 
Give you. some questions ond onewers, We were tu ik ing about the 

matheds that Kitlər weed in the Ansehles you reaenber aná you eald 
«s foilowei- 


"Ge Aotually Hitler 414 not use the precise sethed thet 
4a say you fevoured? 


ot at ail. 
bid you favour the method thet be ¿14 enploy? 
Not at ell, ir. 
¡bat ves there in hie method thet you didn't Likes 
Oh, åt wes siamply over runnin > gust texing the 
11-20 7 over the Ua iM S NI: 
SE T foros ond 1 hove never been in fevour of 
euch foros” 

Do you Peramber making tin ti 


Yes. 


Lester on in that interrogation you referred to a speech thet you 
mide in Vienne shortly after the Anschluss? 


Before the empioyees of the Austrian National Bank. 


Tou Penender making thet 4900017 


tos. A 








Ec | 16, 
| | b 
ús I believe I else naked you as follows: 


AD ls eheracterise the methods as those whieh you 
© ula not spprowe: 


R 


^. Reeklesaj 


“qe Yet Kitler secomplished the result thet you were in 
favour of. Did that C “Ifference in your opio ion? 


A. Ít dosane anke a Giffersnes to the Meta but it maskes 
A great ¿ifferenes to the feelings. 


ús Gould you explrin thet e littl» nore” 


he 1 would have ¿ixoed the hustrieus tc cono "illliagiy aná 
volunteri into the Reich aná net by foros. The feet 
that thay have oone into the koeh by foros means certeinly 
thet their willingness bed been AUT”, 


You remember making these snewers: 
ECT 


Phat is still your stetoweat on that subject 
Tea, it is, 


mmc. Dr. : T1 at the time you Sent to Vienne 10 make 
—38 s thin the week after the Ansohluas that by your 


zc of rocfhanont you hså enabled itlor o use tne 
a to se0cmplish his purpose oy these methods that you 
414 not fevour” 


fot the Anschluss was mde by the propegease Y whieh Hitler 414 
AMA gk by politiosl pressure ehien ho brought upon 
AA ho sere the tesäing sen at 
not use the militery foros in order se shoot 
assure which wee vehint 1%, 


— or the fact that there wee è sehr ght hevo 
to Go with the result in your opinion’ 


know how he propegende and the pressure whi dh gene 
toate ima - T have suceeeded if there had been 


— ds ou «tt that tine NM. uM enhrescht ag nn 
1 DA wenent of Hitler'e sur os into Austries 


—— A 








-一 ea 一 
DE oon 一 -一 LUE 


M. 


I went you to think about that now. Logics "A. IT 
onybody would heve thought of it as the T e aia ot the 


Yes but 1 have never thought thet it was primarily the Webraaeht 
whieh forced the Anschluss so thst for the Austrians there wap 
the alternative, Í think, whether to make the Aneehiues or we 
“All be nt =r with Germany . 


pia not Sohusnigg vall for a plebiselte which ke haá to ceil off 
by a show of arms by Eitler? 


I don’t know whet the arrangements between Sehusnisg end Hitler 
have been et that time. 


But thet wes a sattor of camion — = in the preso of the 
wori at the tine’ You remember the ultimeatan of 5itler ~ the 


ultimatum to ^ohusnigg? 

i know net. 

whieh was besed on the fact thet Hitler se prepare A Eu 
That 1 didn’t know. 


ihat AMI m 


I beliswe so. 1 t don’t remenber. But you sey 14 1s public 
knowledge - I would like to see that. 


Phat the Wehrmecht ses strong enough at 3218. M. in a 
position to impose Mitier’s will, on Austria in the event thet 
cebuenigs did not comp iy ith the ultiastua 

Shere een be no doubt because there is the people of 60 million 
on onë side end on the other dde è people of 6 million bush 4 
ao not remember thet such « menace Ves ever mado. 


Lot me Sos if I cen refresh your recollcoticn about your views 
om the Llst Mereh 1030: 


Bl Teror 13950, i 


At the ting etwieb you UT». before the eaployees of 
the former Austrian Fetionel bank? 


Yes. 


H3220 — 0021 | | 








心 。 


"TEENS ee NL m RN n NM Tl NU enc 10 
eight ayo later, Iwill med it to you in Germes firct ea df 
then We oan tramBlete it for the record ON a soo 11 yo 
renesber first asking this stotoment "E NI 
remeaber saying iti 


PEE. — 
T €T IRI ILU then given, 23 foliows;t: 


"Thank God these Wings heve finsliy comp to pase 
that they could not further Rinder the great German 
popio, rog F"NTSUDUTETIITMM DUAE LL. 
vili ene thought. He supporte? if through a newly 
TIAS TS snd thr ugh them be Br lily 
brought the inner union ov tween ent ee ee 
Germeny «leo inte this outwars form”. 


suite, you re correst, yos 


ask you whether thst pessage én the speech refreshes your re- 
collection € te the thoughts thet you T € you stood a 
before the employees of the Austrian Hetionel Benk ia Vieme 
on the let Meréh 1938 with respect Yo the role thet the 
vohmmneht bed pleyet in Mither's echievenent. 


los, MUTET. I fink it was, the TISSUE NET! 
the German Covernment agreed ID customs union. Thet A 
undon wang prevented by the ¿1 lod ¿Owers ená not oniy 
nseñhluos, which na not in question ct that 11406, but even 
a gore custoza nion Wer not "1T 18 be contreetes or Closed. 
“ne Sect thet Mitlor hed put Sermeny OF ss equal internetions: 
TANT with the neighbouring powers saae 3$ NT DEI 
peesibie I M one the eins REB LET L had in 
sind, by foros of res nt wes ashícved because at thet pomor y 
the Foreign Powers 414 not ony noro hinder the NI 7 D 


vou 11.11 212 1. in iast week’ » interrogétion, Dr. Gehacht, 
— + de usod by Mitler es AM 414 you mecB 
61 


Y meant that if 1 Mia trasse things upon the Austrisns 

4t was not good. € should inve allowed the plebiselt. “he 

- foot tbet be id not Sut that le nindered the pirviscita vas 

corteinly not favoured by ae. | 


You still say you 114 not favour the 71 that Hitler used: 


Yoda ï TA that the Fore powers ¿18 not 
any more er the coming together of Austria end Germany aná 


thet was due to the reernange:nt. 











A N 
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2b. 


On the whole, were you 21 CM NM 5.27 42 ii: in 
kargh 1039 after the Ansohivert | 


CXMCIDL C EN NM E DIEM. Au EML 
I mudo ey first pios against dis, 


Lat ne sen, M M n D Jou said at the sonclusion of 
this smeeeh, you made è peroration to the audience, the sspioyees 
of the National Bank, is ebich you said: | 


"Now | beg you to rise tthe audience rises). “e «111 to-day 
"UN confession for the great family of the FPetchetank. 

s stall make a confession for the great German peoples 
community., Ye shall aske + confession for our newly risen 
powerful great German Peloh. And we will make ill 
for 111 these feelings. ‘f° that man who has brought about 
thie change I beg you toe raise your hand and to repeat after 
se the following! 


‘ts wou I ahall MA AIR Fuhrer 

of the German Reich anà people, Adolf Hitler, And 

fulfil my Guties eonscientiously and wuneelfiahly.* 
(The cudf@nee repeete vith raised hand the oath) 


fou have expresso Chis oath, a dad felloy whe wreaks 1%. 
To our Fuhrer, three cheers. * 


De you rexember that? 
Certeainiy. 
Did you wean Shas peroration «Ben you anid it? 


Sir, I wae under formal obligation in my position and in taking 
over the bank, the Austrian bank. This everyboĝy hað to do at 
the tine sho became an official Of the Governnens or of 
Governmental institutions, csongst whieh the FReieheveank waa 
one. I eould mot escape shying thet Ace i had to rlgk uy 
IRL NI. LL probaoly i would even LR ény Bore be PERI. 


Let me eee, I thought that you had states some time before that dy 
thie tine ~ 1938 - you were looking for an excuse to get out, 


wae thet wrong? 


jo, 1 was already. Wut that is ish. 4% would have been 
euicice. 


You felt thet this sas just a formal thing ai that ou Giant 
necessarily mean what you paid 


E Pu I ean very satiafiod oi th what hire had Eis in 
+ he.» extorpal politios and in the stam A kus aid 
not aaroo vith his methods «anc M RA «dh Ad 1 E 
4 et * 


Tuum 











(^ 
A 
he ^ 


d You may reuender that OU last time, in the interrogation 
— (OF 26 Septeaber 1046, | = a M ober 


"Q. Did yOu ever state to them that Only those who had 
Loyalty to Hitler could remain? 


E never did. iy speeeh which 1 made to the emplervese 
wnat certainly be in the files of the Dank 


L2 the speech that you made represented your 
views at that Sine naturally? 


Ell. LIMEN OH WE. dida’t mean,’ 


JO yOu TeOGil making those ancora] Mi you likè to ok 
Shat - i just want to know wheres you stand? 


No. i would like to make olear that : have praiged Hitler and 

appreciated what he head done in bringing Austria inte the Reich, 
An Posestabliehing the international position of the Néteh. 
i havo not een in concurrence vith hie mora) principios. 
A EC hisk that from this Speech you cèn take 11 that 
i a, his moral principles. 

That is your explanation’ 

los. 


As to the whéle National 2o0014110t point of view, 414 you Dy 
Maroh 1938 change your rind EISE enthuelosm for 147 


oh yes, lone before that. 


vic you atill consider yourself more or loss a National Spoialist 
IE in March 1039 


I have never been a National Socialist sni I don't thine that 
anyone aver took no for àa i. 2001a211at. 


Xou 414 Ogeupy a posiBion & 51 Jover ment whieh wae a 
"ational Socialist Governament? 


3:18, 


And you 4id receive a golden evastiks in reo ition of your 
Services, which I believe you wore sa A matter of fast? 


HO, I Rover wore it. 
Some people say they aa» you wear 147 


n | 4 E i 


ONIN 











EJ 


3. 
Un somo official oesasione I may have put it on but In dairy 
life 1 never vore i$. | 
You say in March 1930 after the Anschluss you oertajaly 414 ho? 


Yt ad yourself a part of the ational Seoialiat L tlock on 


"e 
JN 


I think nobody took me for that. A 


3: 8 128... 2 » I Just sant tO ask you what it means. 
tou make a statement as follows! A 


"The IR TIT will always rewein Rational sool alist 
or I shall no mere be Ate leader" > 


Do you resenber making that statement? 
Yos, certainiy. 
‘hat di you sean by that? 


Y 


l think that the good thinga of National Social t omegrass and 
polilica had to be carried out, SE 231 thee things 
whieh they 414 in ¿doing aray with unemploywent, in putting 
Germany on an international foot again and trying Te briag 
Germany to a prosperoud LLL M 

Theat has that to 40 with the Relorsoank i 

It was one of the Reich institutions and I hat Yo dU INL 


Do you mean any thing vy the National Socialist vay of. running 
the Neiehedank b 


Just shat I stated. 

That ia the whole explanation of the phrase)! 

I don't see any other one. 

I aw Juat asking you? 

tes. 

I aleo aeked you before we loeked at this pergh about whether 
you hed ever taken & position ith regpeos ¿0 the poli tiem, 
loyalty of the employees of the austrian National Sank. 00 


yOu Pepe. oor thas. 1 oes 17 4 Mt T 


8.77. 21) vary LITT. 


— 0027 





E o 
+ Here 14 ie e 


4 Did alao consider that it IT 


eiiminate all political 2 of Mtler among 
the Austrians who were in bank? 


A, âg long ce I have veen MA NM o. | HM. 
one was eliminated from the Austrian bank’ 


I think that is wrong mow, If la wrong, of course you have to 
be loyal to Hitler. I didn't know what you meant dy that 
when you out that question te me. 1 bave certainly ol a 
Pr eapleyees of the Austrian National Bank to be loyal te 


Will read it sentence Gy sentence, and eee which you want $o 
eliminate or regall. 


"Did you also Gonsider that 11 was necensary to eliminata 
#11 politics opponents of Hitler anong the Austriane sho 
vero in UT LN 

Am your anguer to thar sagi 


CIT CE seen head of The Felohsiank no-one as 
eliminsted from the Adetrian bank. * 


21. 2251 481 my | M13 that la eorrast!. 
That you vish to let setani? 
"IP 


"914 you ever state to them that only those who het loyalty 
to Hitler 0014 prenin" 


SA TE wrong., 


Just te intiduke that we are both proeeeding on the same text, /# 
nay I pead di you 4 gentenes from thie speech, the same speseh 
in Viet J | 


"T hold it #6 clear Wit no-one vill find a future with 
Ms «ho coegn’t stand Pith Afolf Filter with hie full. 
hearg, í recs IARE) «E DIG UTE COTES ur 
Mo 005" 20 COEM CUM. IBI 52014.— our 
girole {4ioruy applaude). * 


Tes, that ‘ie right. 
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It means that I would nöt @reiuie hie out 
in agreement he should isave the D 
INC that at that Gitte you already bad 
Dout the moral quaiities or 


i ;o5*15nt1al 404018 
I P&T1- 4-2 MEA CL un 
* 1m 


S somebody vas not 
ee NES DP 


wai yet you urged publicly the employees, and I take it That 
means the emall e@picyerss as vell ase the largo, te Ge true 
to thie man whose moral quel'ties you already 4oubdted! 

wm sorry I BI had to Go tnat. 
In connection with that 


“ath you sade them take at the omi of 
the epeeoh, G14 somebody direst you to doe that? 
Thay was 


reeseribed before dy Hitler. 


4 


Mut the wormie of the oath were obviously of your own choosing? 
arid Il Think The words “were orders. 
every official had WO mane. 


It was the wore high 
Il must make 18. 


¿ho ordered you to do that when you went to Vienna, 40 you 
remember? 


NOt edpecialiy, 1% wae a general presraription, 

ni you wanted the people, 1 take 1%, to live up te it, or 
dida's your 

I think I had to do 1% and I myeelf Gid not live up to it later. 


Dut you make thie etetement at the end of the oath after every 
vody had raised dis hand and sade thie oath. 
the Following! 


314 you say 
"You have exroresee’d thie oath, & bad fellow whe breaks 19" 


Yes I agree Go that and 1 aust say that I myself crore 1%, 


© you alse say that at the tine that you urged thie upon the 
audience that you already were breaking it? 


an sorry bo say that internally 1 was very shaken in ay 
loyalty already at thaf time out I hoped that thinge «ould 
turn out well at the end. 





MH UUM 


H3220 -0 


b. 


We toushed on ancther subject in the last interrogation of 25 
September 1945 and that r:e sih respect te your belaz named 
the Pienipotentiary for the far socnorny. 20 you remender that: 
Do you reeall being appoilnted Go that position? 

Lesa. 


Se you reeall Ghat 1§ was im 19597 


i doen't know Gut 16 Was very eariy. 
tet me show yOu this, whieh is marked "Exh1dit A, 12 Seteser 1943, 
e BD cow” and it is A copy of a doousent dated m MC 
by Blomberg, and ask you 11 you recognise that paper? Jo you 
regognise it? 
be 2086 


(Dr. Sehacht identifies the paper previously markel as “hxnidit A, 
15 Coteber A LL A >, law” ) 


Qs That wae the paper utter which Mitler appointed you as the 
Plenipotentiary for the Yar “economy? 


A. 108, 


That waa, Í teke it, unier the Lae for the Defence of the Reich 
dated Pl “ay 1039, a copy of which apparentiy is appended hereto? 


Yes, that ie alr. cht. 

hat 414 you conceive your duties to oe uier that apoelaty sat? 
t hal not the slightest idea dir, vescuss iS Sas early in that 
time ant I never thowcht of any posesidility of coming RD sush 
an eventuality sng it vas àa Aañsral orger withia the frame of 
the total rearsament and conetruetion ef the nar Hinistry. 

jas there ang Gisougeion with you about moW@ligation: 


Net exeept iA the Cabinet, where ， 


After the Cabinet diseussions “hen you were appointee’, 114 you 
ever heave any Gieeursions with anyuody vith respect to 
mod1 LA cation : 


f don't remeaber dut I wight have. 
ME you had better look Through thie Be ee) eek ee sore 


earefubly and see if 1% refreshes your regeliestion about the 
event of sodili cation 


ae M 








437 
wa, 


Q&Q. Shell í read it <--+------. 1 Mink it is Glear What you hed 
better look at the whele thing. 


Ae II 


u. “best 414 you 40, Dr. Sohacht, in pursuance of the office 


oomferred upon you by Bitier as Plenipotentiary for the 
Jap toonomy? 


Á. ^e far as 1 renenber, one of 2822520128248 0250 11 of 


igonumies wae ortered to get inte toush with the other 
ful = vhat shonli be NC E ami 





2714112128 2 She ne 
1 hiak it vas Dr. Jart, 


E 


Ordered by whom, by you? You were his chief, you ordered him? 


A. Yes, i ordered him. I put the “bolo thing on the department 
of my Ministry inte hie hands, 


Re AA you alao purport to ast in your geparate Capacity ae Seneral 
“Leantrotentiary ae ¿latinguished - 


A. Purpert tT 


& Di you also agt in Ums capacity as well as your oparata 
sapaeSty ae Minister oS n 


A. 1 think it was the “inistry of “sonomies at What tine ho ras 
named Fienipotentiary for that gaase ani shen T petired from 
the Minietry thie office was Also taken away “POR he. 


a. 14 a think you understand we. Vid you handic oertain peceras 
Reieh matters in your office ag Flenipotentiary for the War 
£oonomy rather than as Sinister of @onenice i:i 

A. I don't remeaver. I E was handled in my *inietry. 


de Did you appoint Yohitet te be your Jeputy ia your RRT as 
PLeniootentiary for the X 


A. I doubt i$ - Sohltat? I doubs ist ut it may be. I don’t 
pevender. 

Qe- DLA Jou aleo ilic "13111 |. named sorie, do you recognise 
his signature bere. | 


(\itness La shown EN ) 
A, Can you give me the nane = I LII 1%. 
a. Let me show you tris. 


4tmese ie shown another paper) 
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A. 


EL 


^ 


Hay I look 4ato CI 

Please. 

l! have never sson this. I don't name the name. 

Certainly you have seen the stationery I take 147 

Sh yes. ¿4 may be that 1% has been done by my officials. 
A IA IIA AT 
AA 


‘Hat doean't refer $ö your Relechebank position, I am surprised 
vto 80: here. 


Hoss probadly, becaus@ Í vas only Commissar you see. 


LAL 1% as a post offices adreses wore than anything else 
+ taxe it snd the peferents to veneral bevel lmalehtivter 


A nothing AA TIA 


diri PN yog i Ook at she red AT e w5iah i" PR und sp the 
Maok $rint there: 


don't know thit. I don't rexenmbver 1%. 

Let me shop» you seonething «les. ere is another plece of 
paper on the game stationery, a copy whieh la signec by 
Soni tat Ba your deputy: 

I see 1% for the first tine in ay life but it ie alriche. 


et NT MEI IB SE appointed himself as your 
deputy? 


io, corta 

Lou must have UMS him? 

Jertainly out 1 n't remember. 

iR 11 IT Ht. Thiet 13831! y YES 1% your duty Ge be 
prepared in Gh vent of Ter the aontrol of the Geran 
LIII ss 


C th) 4 what + ru zi - that e 1 00r”e. ` Dr 


MU 
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Bq. 
ie 11 correct to say that you Then E — a por tion 
of equal rank with the Chief of the leneral Staff of the 
jehraagh? 
t of the General Steff, 1 Mina The Yar Lr 
n other vora you agree 21h Varghal Slom>erg shen tə says 
that in your sap agi dy ae Tlenipotentiary for phe 


gonomy you were pot under him Susy you vers on « compar file 
footing with him? 


le whe vere charwed «ith the reehonetdiii ty 

of war = Ne.k. Ginieter of iy and. the Chief 
‘tare of the “shrmacht ani BET EM. 

shacht as Plenicetentiary for the SL Ur 


“senil that Genera. Thomas conducted some vooneris war 
in the summer of 19371 | 


they consist of, 40 you Pemenver' 


ic on't mut I thought it wae one of the asthoc¢ of She 
"HL EL Th 


the continzenoy Of war? 
t LI "LI 


other words, they vere enilol ant were @n fact frieensoiele - 
var «dee? 


Ysa, certainly, “Naturally 一 Triegsepicie. | 
T wae Judt interested. Do M Na [LM toor ao» there i 
— 
De you remember being preceas. 
I think I wae presen? ones. 
wtih refresh your recollection - 1t was at Godesturg in 1997/ 
Yes, that is rigat, 
and you cave a heeture there 1 believe, oF sara aomethi ng? 
Not á Lecture, 1 may have Spoken there but I don't penasader, 


UR 








3b. 
FOO Peña: ver General oA C X in the oresense 
XE May Gah as having oöte $o partioi 11 ig 
e TT war ames i 
IE TTE vas poiite. 
u resarber thet Genaral Keitel was there toot 
$ 


> sare it Jou were thers Haturelly in your effictal 
se the Peal potentiary for the war WELL PE 


A IPM Gare it, Th ‘OU Were performing the funetions 
at OF lee An inte âg ¡6 eee vap gates iga 1003 


I TP 
* EL ever have 47 Ala "1 - l ya ] Ae 


tween yourself ant TIERT i a NÓ as 
yourself ap the MU in the event of wart 


PA” 
"213324 LI 


T4 EET. ROSS 


AIL LISSE IM CN" - it i- arde | 
“o. 
he “AR an 10031. 18 2. 4.14 


24 nar Se Gut 1 L3. 31^ WD eee ee. theo nawè 
bet 1 don't khow wha he le or 


Teil me, de you remember in mi Hm T writing to sow ut 
Sitterenees of opinion as tO ths jurisdlotioh be trees Y > UPRO) 人 
ae Plenipotentiary over certain parts Of the Finance 


sdninietration and dering On the other hard? 
Ho, I don't but maybe. 


20 you remember eriting a lester, January 18, 1957, to the 
A Interior in which you Object to the prorosed 
25 299094 war ocdainistrationm, mogly 1t: ona? iux DLE. 
and wewhene you guid "I su engaged in the preparation of the 
ear > pon q adeomiing So the prinolpJ/le thet our eooasvio wap 
organi Lon must Le 40 organised even in times of Peace that 


TON 


- 0034 





a? 


Y. 


the vat OO dañ bo ¿1reotly diverted in ease EAE il lj 
from tile veacetine organisatio:. and has not $o be newly 
ares$e1 at the ouSbrenzof mr”) 


* Gon't Pweall it put 11 te M ui iE ILI 


Ang that repreee ted your View as of January 10377 
Sertainly. 


TO O MAT for geld in the 
event of war? 


ae vat I oan give you wy opin on, what I have always Gheught. 
SHALI 19 


TIMOTITIM 


2 Gidn*t think Uhab «014 was of great vaiue in case Of sar. First 
5f all we hed Little wold and secondly in ease of war it vould 
have been diffieult to use it so i ¿114n'1 say very moch 
attention to an amounter goid at all, 


Just to came baok for à moment. tou recall you were esked Yy 
ir. yanig sopo ting ago about an Alleged secret goli fund of 
the Relehedeant and 2T ask youT 


Leo, yes. 


s have talked to gono directora OF t ad every body 
roolis 1 t uu apent. 1 paw 21 E » ts 254 l " i FU th t "a" 
into several hundred millions and m just wondering if 
between ate time sino.» you OI LI S 
I have thought a great deal avout thet "mt 

tou don't know? 


lo. 1 would like t uhi about 1% - «hat he meant/ 
KARA Iou Ki the 3 | urghasing «014 
à 1 y 4 | P" m4 ná Di B l ) 


á wi La 14 of 4 [^ eve 


- , 
4 


TAI I 








¿in other words, you paid off the Sank of International Setti- 
Mente «hen you first game in and from that time you vere 

- hoamding gold ag far as you coula? You were buying nore 
droad $ these diverse foraso” foreign exchange that 
A haa and not with gold that is corresty 


tss, aT. T a by using various eredit devices 
ang what — whee editos bias weld. 


Uug Lt brought goede? 
it reduced partly our debte and partly it brought rm 


So that basieally your polloy wae not to expand the gold stosk 
¿Mal you had on hand because you didn’t have to? l 


4 think I wanted to build up a gol4 fund. 


rom thie pepied 1826 er 1934, until the time you left the 
@ichabank, you continued to purchase old in rethor larza 
quanti 110487 


don't know how auch it was. 
it vas a question of basic posioy. Puhl could nos deside that? 
"e Gee@ed gold for buying things, for purchasing things. We alse 


s01d goia in order to get devisen te get forcian woney. “e 
414 both, *e bought and mid. 


1820117, ¿0 yOu remember that the goid balance of the Aeeohs van 
as such during All these years remained constant - some 70 044 
11111049 1 


IE Pon VAL 


ABC yet, 17 you look át vhs purchase of the MOLA discount dank 
particularly you oill find thet enormnou- puroRhanes of gold were 
ELEC TO TIT) 


wOULG like te Du E X. Publi. uM. A 
‘if that 1 true 2% poula be 42irtieult § untrpatand Ghat ex, lanatios 


as SO how Ghe fold “silanes remal nec C IT AT 
| 


TET 


| 


TIT ET 








X 
waa reserves for puroehasos ! 
M1266 RI pounds — 


T EP. inem oer in tae å p> Var tha A 2 p| ^u d |? E 8 the 
elor= nuh 4 for th vrohosce of raw in 
ral @ountrigs - 10 “orid 


prose! 


T iA 
ee | ae 
s if 287 for war polhasesey 


m 


The mame 14 fanillar -» it hae desnfanilliar sinoe 1271. 
ss MOT that dbDagiGaelly a war reservo fund? 


ve not een Gm the politics of nose. time 


a banrer and l oa histoprlan o VEM NI 
vt I2 iti 


Jian’t know what 19 was for. 

- eurpPriged at that Seesuse 001 oniy In German 391112 
clfeies Bas sleewlere 11 18 ao nmondy enOwn that 11 wae the 
funi during opla sar i ag 4 war gold reserve of The Peloh, 
There ie no argument about that. 


I wanted te ask you ehether you had » pinilar fund “uring A 
period 1938 until you left the Felomsban: of fold’ 


Not for that purpose. -f there vas 914 it was for the 
general pursogee Of the “eichabank an not for war, 


TETTE 





n 


I certify that the above is a true, correct and cemplete copy ef 
the eriginal transcript ef the interregatien ef HJALMAR SCHACHT, 


taken et Nurenberg, Cerwany, 13 Octebder 1945, 


9 January 1946 SAM HARRIS 
Captain, JAGD 


M 
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